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BOARD MEETING

Monday, March 8, 2010:The monthly Board of Directors meeting begins:808°M at Nyko’s Restaurant.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Monday, March 1, 2010:This month’s general membership meeting will b&la Cottage Restaurant in
Ebensburg. Cocktails begin at 6:30 and dinner@Gd PM. DINNER IS FREE.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING: MEETINGS:
6:30PM at / Second Monday of the month

6:30 PM Cocktails 7:00 Dinner First Monday of thenth March 08, 2010
March 01, 2010 April 12, 2010
April 05, 2010 May 10, 2010
May 03, 2010 June 14, 2010
June 07, 2010 July 12, 2010
July no meeting August 09, 2010
August no meeting September 20, 2010
September 13, 2010 October 11, 2010
October 04, 2010 November 08, 2010
November 01, 2010 December 13, 2010
December no meeting

A THANK YOU TO BUSINESSES PLEASE RSVP

THAT HAVE SPONSORED ONE | Ifyou plan to attend the genera
OR MORE OF OUR GENERAL membership meeting on March
1*'at The Cottage Restaurant,

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS you MUST let us know at the

Dow Chemical Company

HBAA by either fax (269-1429) NS
The Long Barn ,

or telephone (269-9268). If you
Bonded Builders Warranty Group RSVP before noon on Friday,
Kohl Building Products February 28, you could be the

3M Products RSVP winner and win $10 cash.
McClure Johnston Company

Mihalko General Contracting
Alliance Wholesale Supply

Brett Insurance Agency GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
The Sherwin-Williams Company MEETING SPONSOR

If you are interested in sponsoring a general memlbship
HBAA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP meeting, please contact Walt Freidhoff at

MEETINGS ARE FREE (814)535-8371.




BUILDERS ARE STARTING TO SEE THE EXPECTED EFFECTS
of excellent home buying conditions on consumeralanaccording to the latest reading of the NAHBIg\leargo
Housing Market Index (HMI), released Feb. 16. HMI, which is NAHB's monthly gauge of home builder
confidence, rose two points to 17 in February agiooed low interest rates, stabilizing home valiles availability
of first-time and repeat-buyer tax credits and ewmitk of some healing in the job market all providduit of
encouragement to our members in recent weeks. Mililéow by historic standards, the HMI showedpimvement
in two out of three of its component indexes thizetaround. The component gauging current salegditons rose
two points to 17, while the component gauging salgctations in the next six months rose a sipgiet to 27.
Meanwhile, the component gauging traffic of progjvec
buyers remained flat, at 12. Regionally, the HM#'sults were
mixed, with the Midwest and South each posting peat
gains and the Northeast and West posting one-peiriines.

HOUSING STARTS HIT A SIX-MONTH
HIGH IN JANUARY

as the positive impacts of home buyer tax creditsather
favorable buying conditions started to take effactording to
the latest figures from the U.S. Commerce Departmen
released on Feb. 17. Overall starts rose 2.8%s&asonally
adjusted annual rate of 591,000 units, with gagggstered on
both the single- and multifamily sides. Single-fansitarts rose
1.5% to 484,000 units while multifamily starts gain9.2% to
107,000 units. Meanwhile, overall permit issuandeich can be an indicator of future building adiivifell a
disappointing 4.9% to 621,000 units for the moktbwever, this was due entirely to a 23% declin&14,000 units
on the multifamily side, where an even bigger ge@s registered in the previous month. Single-fapéymits
remained virtually unchanged, with a 0.4% gain@@,8900 units.

NAHB'’s Press Release on February 17, 201(Nationwide housing production hit its strongesteacthe last six
months this January, posting a 2.8 percent garseasonally adjusted annual rate of 591,000 @agit®rding to figures
released today by the U.S. Commerce Department.

“Builders are starting to see the positive impaftsome buyer tax credits and other favorable byigonditions in terms
of consumer demand, and are cautiously increasodygtion to meet that demand,” said National Aggam of Home
Builders (NAHB) Chairman Bob Jones, a home buifdem Bloomfield Hills, Mich.

“As our latest home builder surveys have indicateday’s excellent home buying conditions — inchgihe availability
of tax credits for first-time and repeat buyergyMavorable mortgage rates and stabilizing homeesa— are helping
drive potential buyers back to the market,” saidHBAChief Economist David Crowe. However, he safd¢bntinuing
shortfall in available credit for building projedssstill producing a drag on new construction almving the progress
of recovery in housing and the overall economy.”

The overall gain in housing starts was reflectedoth the single- and multi-family side this Jaryuat/hile single-
family starts posted a 1.5 percent gain to a sediyoadjusted, annual rate of 484,000 units, nauttily starts posted
a 9.2 percent gain to 107,000 units.

Meanwhile, overall permit issuance, which can béndicator of future building activity, fell 4.9 pgent to a rate of
621,000 units in January. This was due entirely 23 percent decline to 114,000 units on the namltilly side, which

offset a big gain in that sector the previous mo8thgle-family permits held virtually even, wittDad percent gain to
507,000 units.

Combined single- and multifamily housing startsersthree out of four regions this January. ThetSand West each
registered a third consecutive month of improvemeiith 1 percent and 8.9 percent gains, respegtiaid the
Northeast also posted a 10 percent gain. The Midsas a 3.2 percent decline in overall housingstar
Conversely, permit issuance declined in three bfdwr regions this January. The West was the omfjyon to post a
gain, of 8.5 percent, while declines of 17.8 petc2f.2 percent and 1.3 percent were registerdarNortheast,
Midwest and South, respectively.



PA-ONE CALL
ITI1S FREE THROUGH YOUR MEMBERSHIP!

Whether you're laying the foundation of a buildimgjust planting a tree, you must call
have the underground utility lines located befaggishg. By calling 1-800-242-1776 thr|
working days before you start your project, all nbemfacility owners in your work site
area will be notified of your plans and will mateir lines in the vicinity.

PA ONE CALL RATES GOING UP
Good news for PBA members: Despite PA One Calingiis annual charge from $50 to $100 in 2010,

GIVE US YOUR PA ONE CALL BILL.

Members should give their PA One Call invoice tatithe HBAA, we, in turn, verify your membershipdafax it to
PBA for processing. Last year alone, 825 PBA memheed this benefit for a total savings of $41,26@010, th
savings will be even greater.

PENNSYLVANIA TO BE FIRST STATE TO
REQUIRE HOME SPRINKLER SYSTEMS.

As of January 1, under the new law, all new towrslesuand apartments must have sprinklers. Sprinkbeist be
installed in every duplex and single home stariting011. The sprinklers are expected to add abs@00 to $7,000
to a new home cost.

The measure does not require existing residendas tetrofitted with sprinklers.

However, the Pennsylvania Builders Association gaiill seek an injunction in Commonwealth Courteep the state
from enforcing the new law. Still, the battle ogerinkler systemsisn’'t over. Scott Elliott frone National Association
of Home Builders said “We are not opposed to speirsk but we are opposed to having them mandated.”

Many contractors believe homebuyers should betaliecide if they want fire sprinklers
in their residences. The increased cost assoaiatieihstalling sprinklers will price some
potential buyers out of the market. Data indicate®l,000 increase on a new median-
priced home eliminates thousands of possible buyéfs should let the consumer decide.
This should not be government-driven.

PBA FILES LAWSUIT TO EXTEND 2006 BUILDING CODES

PBA filed a lawsuit in Commonwealth Court on Ja8. cbntesting implementation of new
building codes that went into effect Jan. 1. Cdunges in the new regulations will drive up new
home costs by $10,000 to $15,000 for the averageisdbme. With code changes comin
automatically every three years in Pennsylvaniaséhexorbitant cost hikes imposed on
homebuyers so frequently are an impossible drathemew home market. These costs a
especially hard to bear during the current slowshmymarket and threaten to force the state’s
housing sector back into recession. PBA is recondingnthe state revert back to the 2006
building codes to provide time for lawmakers anfiested groups to discuss ways the c
development process can be improved to ensuretistraction of high-quality and affordabl
homes in Pennsylvania.




MORE INFORMATION ON LEAD PAINT

from EPA’sRenovate Righguide
www.epa.gov/lead/pubs/renovaterightbrochure.pdf
Federal law requires that individuals receive ériitsformation before renovating six square feet or

more of painted surfaces in a room for interiorj@cts or more than twenty square feet of paintei

surfaces for exterior projects in housing, childec@cilities and schools built before 1978.

24% of the homes built between 1960 and 1978 coul@ngerous levels of Lead Paint.
69% of the homes built between 1940 and 1960 coul@ngerous levels of Lead Paint.
87% of the homes built before 1940 contain dangetevels of Lead Paint.

The work area should not be accessible to occupantsile the work occurs.

The rooms or area where work is being done maydukéd off or sealed with plastic sheeting to cangay dust that
is generated. The contained area will not be albkglto the home owner until the work in that rammarea is complete,
cleaned throughly, and the containment has beeowedn The home owner should plan accordingly.

. The home owner may need alternative bedroom, dathy and kitchen arrangements if work is occuriimg
those areas of the home.

. A safe place for pets because they too, can tsoped by lead and can track lead dust into otlearsaof the
home.

. You will need a separate pathway from the outgidtae work area in order to bring materials in aatlof the
home. Ideally, it should not be through the santea@ce that the family uses.

. Furniture and belongings may have to be moved ttenwork area while the work is done. Items tzat't
be moved, such as cabinets, should be wrappediry ity plastic.

. You may need to turn off forced-air heating andcainditioning systems while work is done. Thisyents

dust from spreading through vents from the worladcethe rest of the home. Consider how this nffegcia
the home owner.

The home owner may consider moving out of the htamgorarily while all or parts of the work are bgitione.

CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION, HOME SPRINKLER
SYSTEMS, LEAD PAINT REMOVAL, 2006 AND 2009
IRC CODE, AND MORE

There Have Been Many Changes in the Home Buildmaiyistry in the Last Few Years and There Are Many
Changes Coming. We Keep You Informed with this NhbdniNewsletter, but, changes are occuring FastéFaste
We Need to Contact You More Frequently than MontHRtease Give Us Your Email Address and Fax NuigbaNd
May Let You Know as Information Becomes Availableet me email you with updates on books classedawsl

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY REMAINS NEAR RECORD HIGHS
According to the latest NAHB/Wells Fargo Housing@punity Index (HOI), released on Feb. 17. The &ealed
that 70.8% of all new and existing homes that wgetd in the final three months of last year weferafable to families
earning the national median income of $64,000. Was up slightly from the third quarter of 2009 amaly near the
record-high of 72.5% of homes that were affordablmedian-income earners in early 2009. Favoralolegage rates
and sliding house prices that have now begun tiligia were the outstanding factors in the late® HMeanwhile, in
terms of specific metro areas, Indianapolis heldoits crown as the most affordable major housiragket in the
country according to the new numbers. There, ntmaa 5% of homes that were sold during the finalrtgr of last
year were affordable to the area's median-incomesédtmwlds. Other top-of-the-list metros for housafigrdability
included Detroit-Livonia-Dearborn, Mich.; Daytonhi®; Youngstown-Warren-Boardman, Ohio-Pa.; and Akfhio.






If You Are Not in the PBA Member Rebate Program,

You Are Losing Money.
Register atvww.hbarebates.com/pba.html




NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING

Home Builders Association of the Alleghenies
Richland Square lll, 1397 Eisenhower Blvd., JohwstaPA 15904
Phone: (814)269-9268 Fax: (814)269-1429

Newsletter Advertising Contract

NAME OF COMPANY:

REPRESENTATIVE: Member of the Home Builders
Association of the Alleghenies?

MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY/STATE/ZIP: Yes No

PHONE:

FAX:

E-MAIL:

Order for advertisingvithin_our monthly Newsletter: Order for a flyemttached to insideof our monthly
Newsletter:

. All'ad copy and artwork must accompany thistramt. . The flyer must be of size 8 %2 by 11, on

. All advertising artwork must be photocopy readB&W only) standard weight paper.

. All advertising contracts are for a minimum af®nths. . All the flyersare to be created by the

advertiser and given to H.B.A.A.

Business Card (3 %2 x 2") $10.00 x months = § (Please call HBAA for an estimate of the

1/8 page (5"x2") $15.00 x months = § number of flyers required)

1/4 page (5"x4") $25.00 x months = $ $75.00 x sheets x months = $

Y page (5" x8") $45.00 x months = $

Full page (8 ¥2" x 11") $90.00 x months = $

Circle month you are requesting your ad perimsitart:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jundul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

. All advertising contracts must be prepaid, plesisach check payable to the H.B.A.A.
. All advertising must be supplied to the H.B.A.Afice a minimum of 2 weeks prior to the advertgsimonth.

The HBAA does not discriminate against any persocompany in accepting paid advertising in its fettsr. Acceptance of advertising does
not constitute an endorsement of the advertisepritducts, services or claims. The HBAA shalhbl harmless in the event that a newsletter
is not published or distributed as planned, ohmévent that an ad is omitted or incorrectly digpdtl.

Advertiser Date

HBAA Date

FLUDDER'S CORNER

INTRODUCING

MALLET-TECH

LOW-TECH SOLUTIONS FOR HIGH-TECH PROBLEMS

Mallet-Tech works on all makes of computers, copiaal fax
machines, and most coin operated coffee machines.
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!
Save money on expensive IT visits!
Made of all natural materials: Wood and Lead!
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Timothy C. Leventry
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1397 Eisenhower Blvd.
Johnstown, PA 15904

Return Service Requested
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1397 Eisenhower Boulevard
Richland Square 11, Suite 202
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